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SGV2023 meeting 
November 28th & 29th, 2023 

Technopark, Zürich 
 

 
 

Tuesday morning, November 28th, 2023 
PAIN, NO GAIN 

09:00 
09:05 WELCOME SGV President 

 

  
Chairpersons:  
 

 

09:05-
09:50 

Keynote Lecture 
News from the pain field 
 

J.S. Mogil (McGill 
University, Ca) 

 

  Chairpersons: 
09:50 
10:15 

Anterior cingulate inputs to nucleus accumbens control the social 
transfer of pain and analgesia 

M. Smith (University of 
California San Diego, USA) 

10:15-
10:40 

Experimenter familiarization is a crucial prerequisite for assessing 
behavioral outcomes and reduces stress in mice not only under chronic 
pain conditions 

A. Tappe-Theodor 
(University of Heidelberg, 
D)  

COFFEE BREAK- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (30 min) 

 Pain recognition in laboratory animal species Chairpersons: 
11:10 
11:30 

Bristol Rabbit Pain Scale, a multidimensional composite pain scale 
specific to rabbits 

L. Benato (University of 
Bristol, UK) 

11:30 
11:50 

How to assess pain in chickens? S. Gebhardt (University of 
Bern, CH) 

11:50 
12:10 

How to assess pain in cats, sheep and pigs? BY TELECONFERENCE P. Steagall (University of 
Montréal, Ca) 

12:10 
12:30 

How to assess pain in fish (wild fish and zebrafish) 
 

C. Pietsch (Berner 
Fachhochschule; CH) 

12:30 
12:50 

Missing treatment for analgesic treatment in fish A. Valentim (i3S, University 
of Porto; P) 

LUNCH- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (1h15) 
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Tuesday afternoon November 28th, 2023 
 

 How to implement the Swiss Culture of Care charta 
Chairpersons:  
B. Ledermann; Marcel Gyger 

14:05 
14:50 

Compassion fatigue O. Klimecki (University of Dresden, D) 

14:50 
15:20 

Compassion fatigue in laboratory animal science A. Keizer (COPE Plus, Lucerne, CH) 

15:20 
15:25 

The Swiss Culture of Care Network P. Jirkof (UZH, CH) 

15:25 
15:40 

Implementation of a Culture of Care program 
SGV AWARDEE 2023  
A. Bergadano (University of Bern, CH) 

15:40 
16:05 

Improving culture of care through maximizing earning 
from observations and events: addressing what is at 
fault. 

S. Robinson (University of Manchester, 
UK) 
 

COFFEE BREAK- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (30 min) 
16:35 
17:00 

New perspectives for teaching culture of care and their 
strength and challenges 
 

J.L. Tremoleda 
(Queen Mary University London, UK) 

17:00 
17:20 

Care-full Stories: Developing a training resource to 
promote and reflect on the ‘Culture of Care‘ in animal 
research 

B. Greenhough (University of Oxford, UK) 
(animalresearchnexus.org) 

17:20 
17:35 

Culture of Care Award Presented by J. Parchet-Piccand (EPFL, 
CH) (awardee 2022) 

 
This course is accredited as continuing education in Switzerland for experimenters and study directors. 

Tuesday November 28th 2023: SGV General Assembly at 18:00 
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SGV2022 meeting 
November 28th & 29th, 2023 

Technopark, Zürich 
 

 
 

Wednesday morning, November 29th, 2023 
 

 
09:00 
09:05 

WELCOME SGV President 
 

  Chairpersons: S. Zeiter, M. 
Heimann 

 

09:05  
09:30 

Harm-Benefit analysis in applications for animal experiments H. Würbel (UNIBE; CH) 
 

    
09:30 
09:55 

Balancing of interest in the process of authorization of animal 
experiments V. Gerritsen (Tier im Recht; CH) 

 

09:55 
10:15 

Non-pathocentric dimensions of constraints 
https://www.zh.ch/de/umwelt-tiere/tiere/versuchstiere-
tierversuche/hinweise-zur-gueterabwaegung.html 

L. Borsig (ETHZ/UZH; KVT Zürich; 
CH) 
 

 

COFFEE BREAK- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (30 min) 

10:45 
11:10 
 

Difficulties of harm-benefit analysis in fundamental research R. Zeller (UNIBS) 
 

11:10 
11:55 

ROUND TABLE AND QUESTIONS 

R. Zeller (UNIBS, CH) 
V. Gerritsen (Tier im Recht, CH) 
H. Würbel (UNIBE, CH) 
M. Hengartner (UZH, CH) 

 

 Communication   
11:55 
12:15 

New initiative for the ban of animal experimentation and 
other Parliament on-going initiatives 

B. Ledermann 
(President SGV; CH) 

 

12:15 
12:35 

SAVIR/SGV/FfL Communication Day: lessons learned and why 
we need to communicate more often. 

M. Heimann 
(SAVIR, CH) 

 

LUNCH- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (1h15) 
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Wednesday afternoon, November 29th, 2023 
 

 Phenotyping animals 
Chairpersons: 
 

14:00 
14:25 

Measuring behaviour in animal models, a roadmap to improved 
translational research 

Y. Shemesh (Weizmann Institute of 
Science, Il) 

14:25 
14:50 

The forced swim test: history, experimental and strain effects, 
shifting focus away from the Forced Swim Test. 

A. Armario (Univ. Autonoma de 
Barcelona, E) 

14:50 
15:15 

The rearing environment persistently modulated mouse 
phenotypes from the molecular to the behavioural level 

I. Jaric (UNIBE; CH) 

COFFEE BREAK- INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION (30 min) 
 3R session  
15:45 
16:10 

Accelerating the transition to animal-free innovation: A 
transformative governance approach. (Radboud University, NL) 

   
16:10 
16:25 

Ordinances revision 2023 
Annual statistics 2022 

Federal Veterinary Office 
(BLV/FSVO; CH) 

16:25 
16:50 

Handling methods affects measures of anxiety, but not chronic 
stress in mice 

J. Novak (UNIBE, CH)  

16:50 
17:05 

Outcome of the surplus animals: an example from the industry D. Breustedt (Novartis, CH) 

17:05 
17:30 

Aseptic surgeries (Outcome of the survey); a systematic review. 
 

P. Seebeck (UZH, CH) and S. Zeiter 
(AO Foundation Davos, CH) 

 
 

This course is accredited as continuing education in Switzerland for experimenters and study directors. 
 

 
 


